334. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO MAMLAL
AND JAMNADAS GANDHI

CAPE TOWN,
Saturday [On or after June 13, 1914]*

I should welcome your keeping pace with me, but I don't
expect it* I have never wished that you should all follow me in
everything I do. But whatever you undertake to do, you must
carry out, . . .2 There is no question of coercion, of course.
Having, however, given up the evil of . . .3 , if you cheat me,
you are certainly to blame. * . .4 it may be conceded that the
boys have reached a certain level. They refrain from certain
things in Phoenix; while there, they regard them as things to be
avoided. How, then, can they go after the very same things
when away from Phoenix? No one is obliged to do without
salt. Everyone refrains on principle from strong spices, addictions
of any kind, sweets, rich feasts, tea, coffee, etc. And likewise, sexual
indulgence, stealing, untruthfulness and late rising are shunned
by all. How can anyone who finds this too strict a rule stay
there? Every institution has certain rules which must be ob-
served both in and outside the place. If anyone does not do so,
there is no point in his remaining in the institution.

What you mean is that the boys and others do some of the
things because of their regard for me and not voluntarily, and
that, therefore, they are cheating me. The blame for this may be
mine, but I have only one way of escaping it and that is by
not staying with anyone. This does not seem to be my duty at
present. If R ... is driven by his regard for me to make a
show of adopting a saldess diet, when I have asked him to do
no such thing, and so deceives me, how am I to blame? . . .5
I don't love you any the less for your not adopting a saltless
diet and J . . . any the more for his living exclusively on
fruits. There is no special sin or virtue in eating or not eating
salt. It is the underlying principle which raises moral issues. Tn^tm
Saheb is not the less dear to me because he will never adopt a
saldess diet. Miss Schlesin takes an opposite course to mine
in aU matters, but in some ways I place her character very much

1 From the reference to Norton in the letter* it appears to have been written
after "Fragment of Letter", p. 423.

2,3, 4 & 5 Some words are omitted here in the source.